Wake Missionary Baptist Association, Inc.
Moderator

Rev. Dr. William T. Newkirk, Sr.
Congress of Christian Education
Theme - "Preaching...Teaching...Reaching...For the Cause of Christ- Matthew 28:19-20"

2012

James F. Wertz Oratorical Contest
Rules, Regulations, Topics and Forms

Save the Dates (J. F. Wertz Oratorical Contest)
· Wake Missionary Baptist Association Workshop-         April 18, 2012-New Providence MBC
· Wake Missionary Baptist Association Contest-             May 5, 2012-Christian Faith MBC
· GBSC Congress Oratorical Contest  -                           June 25-27, 2012-Martin St MBC
Mrs. Portia Brandon, President, CCE: 919-632-3474

Mrs. Fannie Brown, Director, Oratorical Contest: 919-494-5541
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of the
James F. Wertz Oratorical Contest

Rev. James Wertz

Reverend James F. Wertz, son of Rev. L. W. and Clara Wertz,
grew up and attended school in Charlotte, NC. At the age of ten, he

was converted and joined the First Baptist Church of Charlotte.

Reverend Wertz studied at the North Carolina College for Negroes
in Durham, NC and Shaw University in Raleigh, NC. Later, he
taught in Wagram, NC.

He pastored at several churches including Shiloh Baptist Church,
Maxton, NC, the First Baptist Church, Southern Pines, NC and
Saint Paul Baptist Church in Charlotte, NC. Reverend Wertz served
the Baptist Training Union (BTU) in the following positions:

Presidents of the Pee Dee Home and Foreign Mission Association,
member of the Executive Board of the B.T.U. In addition, he served
as Director of the Department of Religious Education of the General
Baptist State Convention of North Carolina.

Reverend Wertz saw a need for students to develop their oratorical
skills, therefore, he initiated an oratorical contest to prepare
students for public speaking. The James F. Wertz Oratorical
Contest is now affiliated with the General Baptist State Convention.
It has become an annual event at the local association, and state
levels. It gives young people an opportunity to witness for Christ as
well as involve youth in public speaking, which is very important to
today’s society.





General Baptist State Convention of North Carolina, Inc

Wake Missionary Baptist Association, Inc.
James F. Wertz Oratorical Topics  2012
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                    JUNIOR DIVISION        


                  SENIOR DIVISION
       (9th, 10th 11th grade as of July 1, 2012)                                 (rising high school seniors as of July 1, 2012)

1. On- Line With Jesus                         

    1.  God’s GPS

2. The Lord Is My Shepherd


   2.   E-mail or Knee-Mail

3. Do You Feel Me Jesus?



    3.  Politics In The Church

4. How To Prepare When Facing New Situations
    4.  Teenage Evangelism

5. It’s Time To Grow Up



   5.  The Divine Direction

6. You Better Tell Somebody


   6.  My Faith Surprises Me

7. Your Ticket To Heaven



   7.  From Doubt to Faith

8. Good News




   8.  My Faith Helps Me To Grow

9. Texting Jesus




    9.  Staying Focused On Jesus

10. God’s Rules Rule



   10. Who Do You Say I Am?

11. With God All Things Are Possible

   11. My Faith Prepares Me For My Walk With  God

12. A Friend In Need



   12. My Faith Challenges Me
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JAMES F. WERTZ ORATORICAL CONTEST
GENERAL BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION
RULES & PROCEDURES

 

The James F. Wertz Oratorical Contest is divided into several phases.  The contest will begin at your local church, proceed to the District Level (Association), and end with a contest at the State level.  The winner from the Senior Division ultimately goes to the National level.

 Contestants are representatives of Associations, NOT Churches.Therefore, all contestants must be affiliated with an Association.

 The Association is allowed one (1) representative for each category
ALL CONTESTANTS MUST BE A MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING IN HIS/HER LOCAL CHURCH AS WELL AS HIS/HER ASSOCIATION.THIS MEANS ALSO THAT THEIR LOCAL CHURCH MUST MEET OR HAVE MET THE CONGRESS REPRESENTATION FEE OF $400.00 AND THE ASSOCIATION MUST MEET OR HAVE MET THE CONGRESS REPRESENTATION FEE OF $400.00 FOR THE    CURRENT YEAR.
QUALIFICATION FOR CONTESTANTS

1.  The contest is open to all young people in grades 6th to 12th in the year that the contest is being held.  Example:  a contestant must be entering the 6th grade as of July 1, 2012. Seniors who are graduating from High School as of July 1, 2012 are not eligible. 
2.  Each contestant must present one typewritten (computer generated) copy of his/her speech to the   Director no later than the date specified on the application.

3.  Students entering the contest that have been called into Ministry may participate with the understanding that their speeches must be an oration, not a sermon or sermonette.

4.  SPEECH MUST BE MEMORIZED.
CONTEST RULES

1. All contestants must speak on the official topics presented for their division. Not speaking on an official topic will result in a penalty.  The penalty is disqualification.

2.  Each contestant shall prepare his or her own speech. However, the contestant may receive advice in the preparation of the speech.  

3.  All contestants must state the official topic of their speeches first.  Failure to do so will result in a penalty.  The penalty is 3 points.
4.  The use of props, special costumes or clothing or the use of prompters will not be permitted.  Bibles, notes, papers or anything that can be construed as a prop will not be taken to the podium by the contestant.  Penalty is disqualification
5.  No reference may be made that might identify the contestant, his or her family or the specific geographical or political area from which he/she originates.  Maximum penalty may be 5 points as decided by the Judge.

6. The time allowed will not be over or under the specified length for each category.  Should the time be over or under the length, a penalty of 5 points will be assessed. 
7 . Appropriate Dress is necessary.  Remember that you are being judged on your appearance as well   

    as your overall presentation.  Make a good first impression!
8.  The Judges have the final decision over your presentation.  (Not your coach, parents or your   

     friends).     

     9.  We try at all times to get three judges, however in the event one of the judges fails to show, we will   

          continue the contest with the remaining judges. Our plans are to have three judges and one back up.  
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PENALTIES AND PENALTY EXPLANATIONS 
The following penalties have been established to create an equitable opportunity for all contestants:

SELF IDENTIFICATION.  No oration or part of an oration may be used that positively identifies the contestant or identifies his or her specific geographical origin such as state, province, or smaller geographical or political location (i.e. Pastor Smith, Calvary Chapel, school, parents name, etc.).  Maximum penalty may be five (5) points as determined by the individual judge.  This is a judgmental call based on the judge’s interpretation.

TIME PENALTIES.  The time limit for orations shall not be under or over the time specified for the contestant’s category.

Senior Division – Four (4) minutes but no more than five (5) minutes are allowed for each contestant’s oration.  If the speech is LESS than four (4) minutes OR over five (5) minutes, the contestant will be penalized five (5) points.

Junior Division – Four (4) minutes but no more than five (5) minutes are allowed for each contestant’s oration.  If the speech is LESS than four (4) minutes OR over five (5) minutes, the contestant will be penalized five (5) points.

Preparatory Division – Three (3) minutes but no more than four (4) minutes are allowed for each contestant’s oration.  If the speech is LESS than three (3) minutes OR over four (4) minutes, the contestant will be penalized five (5) points.  

FAILURE TO ANNOUNCE SUBJECT/TOPIC AT THE BEGINNING.  All contestants must express the official title at the very beginning of his/her speech.  The order of presentation is shown below:

                                             Subject/Topic (My topic is “Positive Thinking” or “Positive Thinking”

                                             Greetings                                     Speech

The penalty for failure to announce topic/subject at the beginning of the oration is three (3) points. 
USE OF PROPS, COSTUMES, ETC.  When the contestant leaves the preparation room for the auditorium, they are not allowed to have anything that would be construed as a prop.  Props includes: The Bible, notes, note cards, papers, folders, etc.  The penalty is disqualification.  

NOT SPEAKING ON OFFICIAL TOPICS.  The Congress of Christian Education provides topics that are to be used in each category.  These are the official topics for the contestants.  Failure to speak on one of the official topics is disqualification.  Topic must be in contestant’s division. 

ORATIONS VS SERMONS. The title implies that this is the James F. Wertz Oratorical Contest. Not the James F. Wertz Sermon Contest.Therefore, any speech presented as a Sermon is not acceptable.The penalty is disqualification.  Judges will be instructed in this matter.  There is a distinct difference between the deliveries of the two.
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TIPS FOR CONTESTANTS

 

The James F. Wertz Oratorical Contest gives young people who are affiliated with the General Baptist State Convention an opportunity to witness for Christ, and by doing so, convince others to accept Christ.  Making a speech in public will also aid young people in expressing themselves orally, which is important in today’s society.  

 Posture is important in public speaking.  Walk confidently to the podium.  Walk and speak with vitality.  This feeling is usually contagious.  The audience will catch it from you.

 IF you need to adjust the microphone, please do so when you get to the Podium. 

 REMEMBER THAT YOUR TIME STARTS THE MOMENT YOU GIVE YOUR TOPIC.  IN OTHER WORDS, THE FIRST WORD SPOKEN IS WHEN YOUR TIME BEGINS!

 Greetings:  You may use a conventional form of greeting, example – “Presiding Officers, members of the Congress of Christian Education and to all of my brothers and sisters in Christ, Good________”
 Remember that your Topic is the first thing that you say prior to your greeting.  Do not give out any information that can identify you, your Association, your family, your moderator, etc.  

 The opening remarks catch your audience’s attention.  A quotation may be used as your opening statement.  It should be lively and relate to your topic.  Your introduction should make your listener sit up and think, “this is going to be good.”  It is good to say something startling as an opening sentence.

 As you develop your speech, you may refer to the Bible for scriptures that will support your topic.  Your points to be discussed may be numbered – strong points first, and then stronger ones and the strongest points listed as a high point of the speech.  Transition words such as “to begin with”, “furthermore”, and to “conclude” give continuity and organization to the development of your speech.

 Refrain from nervous gestures such as playing with a pencil or taping the podium.

 Do not race through your speech.  Speak distinctly.  Speak with sincere feelings.  Be careful about the volume.  If your words are too low to reach the ears of the audience, all of your speech labors will have been to no avail. 

 The conclusion of your speech should sum up what has been said.  It may include answers to questions such as “Where do we go from here?”  Gestures should flow naturally.  Too much action takes away from words.  The right amount of gesturing lends emphasis and relieves monotony.

The end of your speech is the last chance to make a good impression.  Speakers sometime end speeches with a challenge, a question, a poem, a quotation or an anecdote.
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SPEECH DELIVERY

DO’S AND DONT'S

The words you choose for your speech must fit the audience, the occasion and the subject.  They must also fit you, the speaker.  

We all have at least two vocabularies:  A speaking vocabulary and a reading vocabulary

 Our speaking vocabulary consists of all the words we use regularly in our daily speech.

 Our reading vocabulary includes a much larger body of words we recognize and understand but do not        usually use in our speech.  

 There is no argument to support settling for a limited speaking vocabulary.  The larger the repertoire of words you have to chose from, the better your wording is likely to be.

 Your words must be interesting.  If they are not, your audience tunes you out.

 People lose patience with boring words.  
Instead of saying




Try this
Few men





five astronauts

A long time ago




             in December of 1876

Many foreign cars




52 percent of all Hondas and Toyotas

In the near future




two weeks from tomorrow

Some vegetables




corn, peas and carrots

A weapon





a heavy lead pipe

Reference books




dictionaries and atlas

A load of flowers




five hundred yellow roses

 

Specific language adds zest and interest to your speech.


Use Fresh Words

Language can become predictable.  The freshness of language is related to its predictability.  Trite, cliché-ridden language is boring precisely because it is so predictable.
Predictable expressions

A method in my madness




         
 opened a can of worms

Playing second fiddle





             an irony of fate

Right from the horse’s mouth





have your cake and eat it too

Passing the buck






burning the midnight oil

Had the time of my life






apple of his eye

Beating around the bush





let the cat out of the bag

Die a thousand deaths






dead as a doornail

Better late than never






pretty as a picture

Put the cart before the horse





fly in the ointment

Last but not least






flat as a pancake
-5-

GENERAL RULES

Coaches/Parents need to know

1.  Spectators may not enter or leave the audience while a contestant is speaking.  Please alert your congregation and friends to this fact if you are one of the contestants.  This rule will be strictly adhered to; movement creates distraction for the contestant.

 

2.   Please ensure that you have turned off all cellular phones and beepers.

 

3.   Please refrain from opening mints or candy during a presentation.

 

4.   Please DO NOT applaud until all participants in each division has finished.
 

5.  Each contest shall have three judges and two timekeepers.

 

6.  The judges cannot be acquainted with the contestants.

 

7.  The judges and timekeepers will not be identified at the time of the contest or by advance publicity.  The judges will be identified only after the last oration has been presented for the category that they are judging or in the event the same judges are used throughout, they will be introduced after the last category.

 

8.  During the time of the contest, the judges and timekeepers shall each be in different locations within the room.  

 

9.  Each judge will render a final decision on all contestants without consultation with other judges or any other person.  Each judge and timekeeper must sign his/her official score sheet.

 

10.  At no time will a contestant or judge discuss the contestant’s scores.  The results of a judge’s decision  

       will be kept confidential.  

 

11.  The Judges will have a score sheet with a space for additional comments.  The purpose of these        

       comments is to help and or enhance the contestants in future endeavors.  

 

12.  Selection of winners will be based on the judge’s score and any penalty points that the contestant may   

       have received.  
13.  Director and Assistant Director will conduct a drawing prior to the beginning of the contest, with all       

       contestants present, for the speaking order.  
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APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

Oratorical Contest 2012
 

 

1. Applicants are to complete application with all of the required information. Applications not completely filled out will not be accepted.
2.  Please ensure that all REQUIRED signatures are on the form.

3. Completed applications consist of:  (1) Oratorical Contest Entry Form (2) Typewritten Copy of Contestant’s Speech, double spaced, size 12 font (3) Submit a current photograph.
THE DEADLINE DATE IS 

April 21, 2012
 APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED ON SITE!

4.  Any applications received after this date will not be accepted. It is not our intention to make this an issue; however, it is not fair to Associations who submitted their paperwork on time.

 


5.  Any problems that you encounter, any questions that you may have, please feel free to make contact with the person listed below: 

 

Mrs. Portia Brandon, President, CCE: 919-632-3474

Mrs. Fannie Brown, Director, Oratorical Contest: 919-494-5541
6.  IT IS A REQUIREMENT THAT WE HAVE A COPY OF THE CONTESTANT’S SPEECH PRIOR TO THE CONTESTANT SPEAKING.
Please Help US Help You!

* Please submit a current photograph with the application*
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2012
JAMES F. WERTZ ORATORICAL CONTEST
Wake Missionary Baptist Association, Inc.
Oratorical Contestant Cover Sheet/Application
(Contestants who have been declared winners in their ASSOCIATIONS should complete this form)
PART I:  PERSONAL INFORMATION

Name of Contestant:










M   F

Mailing Address:





Physical Address__________________________________________________
City


______State
__Zip Code
___Parents Telephone__________________Parents Cell__________________

Parents E-mail_____________________Parent(s)/Guardian:________________________________________________________________________

PART II: CHURCH/ASSOCIATION INFORMATION

NAME OF CHURCH


_____ADDRESS______________________________PHONE____________E-MAIL____________
PASTOR_____________________________________________________E-MAIL________________________
ASSOCIATION REPRESENTING




MODERATOR____________________________________________

PART III: SPEECH (ORATORICAL) INFORMATION

LIST PRIOR CONTEST IN WHICH YOU HAVE PARTICIPATED:

Local Church




Association



Other___________________________
ORATORICAL TOPIC  








___________Number of Pages_______
DIVISION

______BIRTH DATE_________________(AGE)______YOUR GRADE AS OF JULY 1, 2012
______________
Signature of Sunday School Superintendent





_______________Email___________________
Signature of Oratorical Director




Address_________________________________________________

Telephone________________________________Cell Phone___________________________________________E-mail______________________


Signature of Christian Education Director  or  Congress President  of the  Association_______________________________________E-mail_______________

***Signatures of Directors verifies the accuracy of all information. All information must be legible.
APPLICATION DEADLINE DATE IS 9:00 PM April 21, 2012
PLEASE MAIL APPLICATION, A COPY OF SPEECH AND A CURRENT PHOTO TO:

Mrs. Portia H. Brandon
P O Box 28614

Raleigh, N C 27611
 (919) 632-9474   ~  pb51@bellsouth.net
[image: image3.jpg]GBSC OFFICIAL ORATORICAL CONTEST
JUDGE’S SCORE SHEET 2012
DIVISION:

TOPIC:

CONTESTANT

PERSONAL QUA 20 POINTS
0-5 Appearance
0-5 Poise
0-5 Personality
0-5 Attitude
ATERIAL ORGA ATIO 35 POINTS
0-10 § Theme and subject adherence — Does speaker stay on topic throughout en-
tire presentation. Is the material strong or weak? Is time used to best advan-
tage?
0-10 B Content — Is material adequate, does it have substance?

0-5 Structure — Is speech organized, well planned and constructed?

0-5 Logic — Does speech make sense? Does it follow a reasoned pattern?

0-5 Color — Does speech appeal to the heart as well as mind? Does it have good
use of imagery? Does it include examples?

D RY AND PR ATIO 35 POINTS
0-10 § Voice — Is there quality and variety of expression (rate, inflection, volume)

0-10 § Pronunciation — Are all words spoken correctly (PLEASE OVERLOOK
SPEECH IMPEDIMENTS)

0-5 Eye Contact — Does the speaker make eye contact with audience or do they
stare out into space

0-5 Gestures —Does the control and use of the body, while speaking add/detract
to the speech?

0-5 Sincerity/Emphasis — Was a true tone used to communicate to the audience
instead of talking at them?

OVERA 10 POINTS
0-5 Impression — Did the speech make an impression in minds of listeners
(arouse a response)?

0-5 Effect — Did the speaker communicate to the audience what the
speech was to accomplish?

OTA OR out penaltie

UDGE’S PENALTIES
USE OF PROPS/SERMONS/NOT SPEAKING ON OFFICIAL TOPICS

Self-Identification (Maximum Points 5)

Failure to Announce Subject at Beginning of Oration

Tallier Signature

Tallier Signature
Tallier Signature
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Wake Missionary Baptist Association, Inc.
CONGRESS OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Mrs. Portia Brandon, President, CCE: 919-632-3474

Mrs. Fannie Brown, Director, Oratorical Contest: 919-494-5541

Theme - "Preaching...Teaching...Reaching...For the Cause of Christ- Matthew 28:19-20
                                   “In each contest, the winner will receive the following:

	Preparatory
1st Place (Plaque)
2nd Place (Plaque)
3rd Place (Plaque)

	Junior

1st Place  $250 ( Gift Certificate  OSS)

2nd Place $150 ( Gift Certificate  OSS )

3rd Place  $ 75  ( Gift Certificate  OSS)

(Office Supply Store)

	Senior
1st  Place    $1000.00

2nd Place     $ 700.00

3rd  Place     $ 300.00
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CONGRESS

REPRESENTATION FORM

 Make checks payable to GBSC and send to:

GBSC Baptist Headquarters

603 South Wilmington St.

Raleigh, NC 27601-2338

[image: image4.jpg]CONGRESS
REPRESENTATION FORM

2011 ONE DAY SESSION
Saturday, February 12, 2011
Session to be held at
Galilee Missionary Baptist Church
4129 Northampton Drive - Winston-Salem, NC 27105
Dr. Nathan E. Scovens, Host Pastor

Date: Church Membership:

Name of Church:

Mailing Address:

City/State/Zip:

Pastor's Name:

SECTION A: FEES

Annual Assessment ($200.00 per session; $400.00 per year)
Adult Registrations ($10.00 per adult attending)
Youth Registrations ($5.00 per youth attending)
TOTAL ENCLOSED
SECTION B: MESSENGERS (Use the back of this sheet to list additional messengers.)

NAME E-MAIL ADDRESS OF MESSENGER

1

2

3

4

5

Churches are asked to contribute a total of $400.00 per year
to support the work of the GBSC Congress of Christian Education.
Churches may pay this amount in one lump sum or in installments.
Each person attending this year's session is asked to register:
$10.00 per adult attending and $5.00 per youth attending.

If we have questions about your representation or information on this form, we may need to contact your Church.
Please give the name of a contact person who can be reached by phone during normal business hours (9:00 to 5:00, Monday-Friday.)

Contact Person: Phone:
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             PREPARATORY DIVISION                 


       (6th, 7th 8th grade as of July 1, 2012)


Teach Me to Pray


I’m Not Too Young To Know God


Start Where you Are With God


Lord, I Thank You


Good Morning Lord


Jesus, Mary’s Baby


Follow The Leader


It’s Okay To Be Different


How to Stay Connected With God


Angels Are Real


Jesus Loves Me


Does God Answer Prayers?











	           DIVISION					     TIME                               


Preparatory					3-4 minutes


         (6th, 7th, and 8th grade)


	            Junior				        4-5 minutes                          


    (9th, 10th, and 11th grade)





	         Senior				          4-5 minutes	


          (Rising Senior)























